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BHUTAN
The Gangteng Monastery Rescue And Preservation Project

Members of the community gathering at the Gangteng Monastery
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One of the holiest Buddhist sites in the world is the Gangteng Monastery 
in Bhutan, the exquisite and unspoiled kingdom hidden high in the 
Himalayas. This is the last intact Buddhist country in the world. It's 
stunning spirituality permeates every aspect of life there. Almost all the 
distractions and disappoint-
ments of the twentyfirst  
century are unknown.

 The Landmarks Foundation 
was chosen by the Gangteng 
Tulku Rinpoche, the spiritual 
leader of the monastery, to 
organize the rescue and 
preservation of this most 
important holy site. This will 
be the first time the Landmarks 
Foundation has engaged in a 
project where the sacred site is 
alive and occupied: in this case 
by hundreds of monks for the 
past 451 years.

Studies have been made to 
identify the structural problems 

that need to be addressed. Replacing the wooden parts without affecting 
the original aura and grandeur of the monastery will take years. The Royal 
Government of Bhutan is supervising the work and is providing the neces-
sary technical and architectural support, including raw materials for the 

restoration. Much of the 
wood needed for reconstruc-
tion has been obtained and its 
aging process already begun. 
Labor is being voluntarily pro-
vided by the people from the 
surrounding provinces.

Gangteng Tulku Rinpoche 
has successfully raised some 
funds from his western follow-
ers, but more than a million 
dollars more will be needed 
to complete the project over 
the next decade. The Land-
marks Foundation is enthusi-
astically donating our efforts 
and expertise to this very ex-
citing Living Sacred Site.

"The roots of the 450 year old 
Gangtang Monestary are embedded 
deep in Bhutanese culture. Located 
in the heart of Bhutan it is at the 
heart of a reemmergence of ancient 
culture as it reaches into the future"

Prime Minister of Bhutan




